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Environmental Commentary: Paradox in human versus nature
Yue Rong, Ph.D. (SCCAEPA president 2006 – 2009 & CESASC president 2015)

First of all, I would like to congratulate the USA Chinese Scholars Association (USACSA) for its
journal of Academic Prospects serving scientific community and Chinese American community.
Thank all of Association colleagues at USACSA for making this Journal available.

In last several years, people around the world start building up some momentum to curb global
environmental problems such as climate change and alternative green energy, and trying to
work together for solutions. However, the environmental problem has entered a more
complicated social, economic, and political chapter. To cope with the problem, we may have to
balance the economic development and environmental protection in order not to cause social
and economic conflict and turmoil.

Yes. We are the human being living on earth, and responsible for all of pollutions, global
climate changes, and the recent pandemic, etc. All of the environmental problems seem to
point to the same reason of increasing human demand in living. Today, we have more people
than ever in the human history. Global population had grown from 3 billion in 1960 to 6.8 billion
in 2010 and almost 7.8 billion in 2020. Energy consumption in the U.S. has more than doubled,
and the municipal waste in the U.S. has tripled during that 60 years. These increases are no
doubt translating into environmental burden and damages.

At the United Nations 2009 Copenhagen Climate Change Conference, a Chinese delegate
argued that China’s biggest contribution to the solution of global environmental program is its
population control policy. According to him, China has been implementing family planning
policy (to reduce birth rate) for the last 3 decades in counting to reduce approximately a total of
400 million people, which is translated to reduce about 2 billion tons of CO2. From that
perspective, the environmental pollutions and global problems may all be attributed to human
growth.

Maybe the human growth is the primary reason for our global environmental problems? If we
do not see it this way, our new efforts, technologies, energy, resources, and new ideas may
quickly be outweighed and overwhelmed by the quicker growth of human population. However,
if we see it this way, the population control will become a social and political conflict among
religious believers, which may cause road blocks to slow down environmental protection and
solution. Ironically, China has changed its population control policy to relax the birth control in
10 years after the above-mentioned Copenhagen Climate Change Conference. This is because
China recognizes this kind of population control policy could not sustain in a society.

This is, I call it, an environmental paradox between human beings and the nature. Human
beings may be the most intelligent living things on earth. They will and have right to reproduce.
However, one day, we may run out resources and space to hold all of us on earth. Reckless
growth and endless consumptions are definitely unsustainable on earth. Therefore, thinking
about a long term solution now should be commensurate to our current environmental efforts.
For us, we should not fight with the nature and try to take more from it, rather we should start
behaving, protecting the environment, saving energy, stopping wasting resources, and reusing
all we can. So, what do you do for the environment today?
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The commentary I wrote and submitted to your journal was the one I wrote for SCCAEPA 30-
year anniversary journal. SCCAEPA is Southern California Chinese American Environmental
Protection Association (南加华人环保协会).

Therefore, please indicate this commentary is a repost from SCCAEPA Journal.
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